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File: GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1970 - 1974

Comments by D. Cvetković

In 1960’s I was a teaching assistant for mathematics at the Faculty of
Electrical Engineering, University of Belgrade. By some chance I came across
at problems concerning graph eigenvalues and started publishing some papers
in 1969.

On July 21 1970 Professor Horst Sachs, Technische Hochschule Ilmenau,
Ilmenau, German Democratic Republic, wrote a letter to Professor Dragoslav
Mitrinović, Head of Mathematics Chair at the Faculty of Electrical Engineer-
ing, concerning my doctoral thesis. The Serbian translation of this letter is
included here. In front of Sachs’ letter a sketch of my thesis is included
(Theme proposed for doctorate thesis).

I defended my doctoral thesis Graphs and Their Spectra on May 27, 1971.
On July 31 1972, American mathematician Richard Bellman sent me

a letter in which he suggested that my doctoral thesis could be extended
to a book to be published with Academic Press. Some exchange of letters
occurred later that year (29.8, 5.10, 12.10).

In 1972 I got in touch with Michael Doob, University of Manitoba, Win-
nipeg, Canada, who also was dealing with graph spectra. In 1973 M. Doob
visited Belgrade. Soon Professor H. Sachs and I invited M. Doob to join us

1



in writing the book ”Spectra of Graphs”. P. Erdös, F. Harary and H. Sachs
visited Belgrade in 1974. I was in touch with many other mathematicians
from abroad.
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