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Ynoasra 32pade Acmpoxomcre oncepaamapuje, npedroa u 3adkea dacada
Administrative building of the Astronomical Observatory, appearance of the front and rear facade
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ACTpoHOMCKa 0rCepBATOpUA, JeIH OF HaJCTApHjiX M Haj3HauaHutuX
HayuHuX ycTanoBa y Cpbuju, Hanasut ce y WcTouHom Aeny beorpaa
J IPUPOLHOM OKpYXerby 3Be3Miapcke Liyme. HheH HacTaHak Be3yje
(€ 33 OCHUBAIbE KaTedpe 3a ACTDOHOMMY W METeopOnOrjy Ha
Benukoj Lukonn ocamaecervx romvHa XIX Beka. Jonasak Miunana
HezermKoByia 3a ipogecopa, Koju je Kao CTuMeHIUCTa Cpncke Bnage
CTIEUMATM3IPAO Ha TTAPUCKO] ONICEPBATOPU, NPEACTaBIb jeaH 0L

JBAI0pNd
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OUCE Colcton of TGS AT

HajBaHW]IX MOMEHATa  pasBojy 0BMX Hayka y Cpbuju. 3axearyjyfin
IHErOBOM 3a/laratby, MUHUCTAp NPOCBETe W LDKBEHX Aena Munau
Kyjyuui je 26. mapra 1887, rogue ogayumo Aa ce 3a Kparbesitky
(pbujy nogwrde NpoBM3OpHA ACTDOHOMCKA W METEOPONOLLKa
ONCEpBATOPHja Y U3HAMIbEHO) KyfiM EpHecra Tajsnepa y Yuum
(eto3apa Mapxosufia 66 Ha Bpauapy, 3 theHor npor AupekTopa
noctag/bet je Munaw Henerbkosuh.



[TpBy conctBeny 3rpagly onicepgatopuja je goowna 1891, roguee
Ha 3anagHom Bpavapy y Kapafiophiesom napky, y Aaxaturbem
bynesapy ocnobofera Op. 8. Carpafieda je npema mpojexTy
apxwrekre Jumumpua T. Tleka v onpemsbena HajcaBpemeHutjum
MHCTDYMEHTUMA 3 ACTPOHOMCKA W MeTe0ponolLka 0CMaTparba.
Toxom IMpor caerckor para, Onicepsatopwja je MpBO MPeKKyNa paf,
4 3aTHM Cy 33 BPeMe OkymaLlvjey Hoj B ayCTpujck MeTeoponasu,
KOjU Cy HakOH noBriayetsa U3 (pouje ogHenw m yHwLLTINM (Be
MHCTPYMeHTe. HakoH para, MOHOBHMM 3anaratem npodecopa
HenemkoBufia, Oncepaatopuja je Ha Wme paThux penapaulja oa
Hemauke 206una Bk 6poj acTDOHOMCKUX WHCTpYMeHaTa U
npv0Pa, KO 1 AaHAC YWtHe teHy nocvaTpauky basy. Kako poctop
npBe cpricke oncepaatopuje y Kapafiopfiesom napky Huje Buo Hu
710BO/bAH KU N0A0BaH A2 C2 MIPUCTUATAN MHCTDYMEHTH MOHTUDa), OHM
Cy (MeLLTaHu Y nioapyme MMpaluike 6aHKe. MHuuwjaTueom npodecopa
HenembkoBufia, Oncepsatopuja je 1924, roguke nofemeHa Ha
[IBe YHUBEP3UTETCKE YCTAHOBE, @ WCTOBPEMEHO je U3BPILIEHO
W pasrpaHMvere 3embituTa. MeTeoponowka oncepeaTopuja
jé HacTaBuna @ paom y 3rpau y Kapafjophiesom napky, fok
je ACTpOHOMCKA [06Wna MpocTop Ha Kojem (e faHac Hanasu
YHUBEP3WTTCKa [eYja KMHUK ¥ HA TOM [ieny Tepea NopurHyTe
(y; 6apaka @ KaHLEnapujama 1 C1yLAoHMLIOM, Dapaka a CTaHoM
3 YMDaBHIKQ, DBEHN MABUBOHH 33 NaCAXHM MHCTPYMEHT M MaTi
aCTponad, NaBIbOH anTasumyTa, a TokoM 1928, rogue casuna

Ynpasra 3epada, onwmu u32ned oko 1932, 200ure
Administrative building, general appearance around 193

je MaBWBOH aKkBaTopujana. MebyTu, 0Baj npocTop je Morao fa
34710B0MbYU (MO HAJOCHOBHUje roTpebe HacTase.

3axBarbyjyfiut 3anaratby U ynopHocTw Ap Bojucnasa Muwkosuha,
4CTPOHOMA oncepaaropuja y Mapcejy u Hut, kome je 1926. roguwe
110BEPEHO YTpaB/batbe ACTHOHOMCKOM ricepBaTopijom y beorpagy,
1929, roguHe 0aoBpeHa ¢y (PEACTBA 38 W3TPAZHLY HOBE, MozEpHe
oncepaaropuje. OcHOBHa NoNa3uLLTa y Gopmuparby ACTPOHOMCKe
ONCepBaTopje Buni ¢y QYHKLMOKANHW 3aXTEBM W MpUOLHe
BPEIHOCTY TEpeHa. Pasmarpano je HeKoMMKO MOBOMBHMX NOKALIMa:
Agana, OpyLLka ropa i npOCTOpH jykHO 0 beorpaga, a 3abpaxo
je MecTo Ha /layBoHOBOM LUHLY, HA HAJBHILIO] TauKit TajalLikber
UCTouHor Bpauapa, Koje 0f Taa, kao i YATaB 160 rpaga, Hocu Hasis
38e38apa 10 ,38e38apHULY". beorpaacka onuTHa je Becrinarko
yCTynina 3eMIbHLITE, 0CTa YIameHo O rpaga, koje je 0aroBapanc
ACTPO-KAUMATCKIAMYCTI0BYMA. V3paanpojeKTaroBepeHajeyeLLikom
apxumekTd Jary [ly6osom, Taalurbem wwedy Opcera 3a paspagy
[eHEpanHor nnaka OniuTue Georpacke, YIMERHOM apXvTeKTH U
JEIHOM 07 0CHYBaYa [pyne apKuTeKara MOFIepHOT NPaBLLa.

AcpoHomcka oncepeatopuja rpafjena je y nepuogy o 1930. go
1932 rogvHe, a joLu ABe TOAMHE e Thajaa MOHTAXa UHCTDYMeHara.
DOWK/LUBO  [V3HMDAHM  MGBWHOHA Y YpOaHUCTUUKO] - Cremi
IpMQrofieH¥ Cy MOCTaBKaMA yHKLIMOHANM3Ma, Ipe CBera NpOUCTEK MM
V3 TELMQUIHOCTIH HaMeH. Je3mo0 KOMTITEKG ki YpaBHa 3rpaga,
0K KOje (Y 110 HepaBHOM TepeHy pacniopeliesut objexTw, Ge3 Hexor



Ocvamparse y enukom pe¢pam%my, 010 1935, 200t
Observation in the Large Refractor, around 1935

(1360p: konexyuja Munowa Jypuvaufia / Source: Collection of Milos Jurisic)

BU/LHBOT TEOMETPUICKOT CHCTeMa. Y Bpeme H3rpafirbe KOMITeKC
je 00yXBaTa0 MOBPLLIMHY 08 45 ha W YAHAO 1@ je YKYIHO fleBeT
00jeKaTa HaMeHKI1 rpafeHiX 33 (MeLITa) MPeLBHIX aCTPOHOMCKX
UHCTPYMeHaTa 1 Mpatefix capaja Ha MpOCTOy 3aMMLIHEHOM Kao
jaBHy napk. Topea YripasHe 3mage nogurHym ¢y Mlagwbon Manor
MepUIUIaHCKOT Kpyra, [laBuson Benwkor pedpakTopa, Masubon
Manor pegpaTopa, TasuboH Acoorpada, kyna — 3paga pesepgoapa
33 BOLY, 3Pana (@ MEXaHUYGPCKOM Y1 CTOMAPCKOM PAZMOHMLOM @
1182 CTaHQ, CTAHOBM ACTPOHOMA, [MaBHH yna3 ca iBa CTana. (Bt objexT
(j MellycobHo NOBE3aHM KOMyHUKALMCkAM croHama. 1o CBojoj
MIDOCTOPHO] KOMTO3MLMM M Haumky 00MMKoBarba dacada, objexTy
AcTporomcke oncepeatopuje NPeACTaB/ajy 3HauajHe Mpumepe
MOZEPHI3MA. TaBITBOHM CY KOHLMMMPaH ka0 rpafeBHe jeIHOCTaBHIX
poYMLLIREHX 00MMKa, QYHKLYOHANHIX 0CHOB, De30pHaMeHTAMHIX
(acaza, C NpaBWTHO pacriopeljeHiM NMpo30pCkiAM OTBOPIMA U DaBHUM
KDOBOBMM@, Maja (y MOJeIMHE, YUTell KapaKTEDUCTUUHE HaMene,
HaTKPWbEHE KyNoaMa 3a 0MaTPakbe LU0 FD0jeTOBaHE 0BIKe Yk
CTELIAGMUHIM, 32 napaNaKTUYKe MHCTPYMeHTe (vpme, Zeiss' nopyuete
(Y KDOBHE KOHCTPYKLYje, OAHOCHO KOCTYPM KyMOna, kao M MOKDETHU
110/} 32 BENMK/ pepaKTop.
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 Benu pe(ﬁpakmop, JHympatrel ered Kynose
Large Refractor, interior of the dome

YnpasHa 3rpaza KOMMOHOBAHA e TPOUTGHO A BULLIUM DOYHUM
KpWIMMA MCDELLAM KM, AOKjEHAAYIA3HAM JeNOMNOCTABMbEH]
KYIOMa KAO LIEHTPA/HAMOTUB. YTUCKY MOHYMEHTANHOCTI LOMPIHOCE
NPUCTYMHO CTEMeHULLTE 1 TPeM a CTyO0BUM, V3HAZ KOjer je HaTnine
,Omniain numero et mensura” (,(Be e y Bpojy v mepu”). Y kpunima
0bjexTa pacropefenw ¢y npocTopu 3a pag, naboparopuje, ynpasa
(TaH JupexTopa. (pemuLurbit 60 3ay3uMa npocTpaHa Bubmoreka
(a TANepUjoM, U3y3eTHo [06P0 0BETbEHa BEMMKIM NPO30PCKUM
NOBPLLMHAMa 1 CTaK/IEHOM NaHTEPHOM Ha TIAGQOHY. APXUTEKTOHCKO)
BPEAHOCTH YMpaBHe 3rpafe AOMPUHOCA U MogepHo ypeferbe
EHTEDH}EDa, KOJe Je CauyBaHO y CBOM U3BOPHOM 001Ky, OcmaTpayku
NaBUBOHY — PEQPaKTOPM Cy QYHKLIOHANHH, MpU3EMHM ODjeKTH,
KOju C& Cactoje OF IEHTPANHOr NPOCTOPa (a Kynonom 3a oCMaTparse
M BouHux, nomoRHY ogaja. V3Hag (Bakor ymasa Y ocMaTpadki
MABUIbOH HaNa3/1C& N0 jeAaH NNUTAK perbed CuMBONMYKOr cafipkaa,
3Be/1eH NPema Haupruma bpanka Kpcruhia, jenHor o Haj3HauajHujux
MPECTaBHAKA [yrocnoBeHcke MefiypatHe apxuTexType. Perbedi,
pafeHy Ha ZeKopaTMBIACTMYKI HaUUH KapaKTepUCTHYGH 32 Nepuog
DAHOr MOZEPHV3Ma, HajBepOBaTHuje NpeACTaBbajy Xenuja, rpukor
6ora CyHua, W Ceneny, rpuky Gorvrby Meceua, U HHX0BO 3Hauerbe



CMBOMAYKY YKa3yje Ha HameHy 38arba. Iparefin objexT - 3rpaga
(@ MEXaHUYaPCKOM W CTONAPCKOM DAAMOHMLOM, TMaBHA Y3 y
KOMIIEKC, Karvja 110BE3aHa C MarbitM CTaHOM UyBapa U NaBATbOHN
(@ (TaHOBMMA HAMEHHEHHM CTDOHOMMMA —QYHKLMOHANHe (Y
0CHOBE, A00PO OCBETIbEHH, 3 Y (OMH0] 0Bpamu KoMnaTHOWTHM
3rDAAIMA KOJe YMHE OCHOBY KOMIIEK(.

Peanu3aupja  ACTpoHomMCKe oncepsatopuje Ha 3Be3mapu
fioxena je apxurexrut [lyboBom TUTYNY [OKTOPA TeXHUYKUX
Hayka W MDU3Hatba CTPYYHe W LuMpe jaBHoCTY. (aM npojekar
& U3NaraH Ha HeKonuko 3HauajHux w3noxdu: y Mpary 1930,
[MpBoj u [pyroj u3noxbu jyrocnosencke apxutektype 1931,
0fIHOCHO 1932, roguwe, i w3noxou rpyne, 06muk”y Coduju 1934,
[loyeTkom YeTBpTe feleruje npownor seka Oncepsatopuja je
N1peCTaB/baNa HajKoMMACKCHHje aPXUTEKTOHCKO-YPOHMCTUYKO
PeLUetbe 0 Taa peanu3osano y beorpagy.

( 0031pom Ha tbeHy CTpaTeluky no3MLMjy W OMpeMIbEHOCT
JHCTDYMEHTUMA, ' ACTDOHOMCKO] OncepBatopHju je Tokom Jlpyror
(BETCKOT para funa (MeLITeHa MaBHa Hemauka NpOTUBABIOHCK
apTubepMicka  jemuemua.  [IoHOBHAM  3anararbem  fpodecopa
MuLKoBMRa CBH UHCTYMEHTH, OCUM CeKTpOrada i Tpaxmolja
KoMeTa, ocTan ¢y y beorpagy. Hakon pata 3anovena je 06HoBa
owrehiennx MapiboHa (YNpasHa 3rpafa, Kyna pesepsoap #
Mo Benvkor pedpaktopa), a 1949, rogue 3aspiliena je
Pafirba ACTporeqgeTckor nasuboHa 3anoyera nipen par. Kpajem
LLleCTe fleLieHvje, NOBPLUMHA KOMIAEKCa je npoLLMpera Ha 10,5 ha, a
W3rpafjeHa y M Tpv HOBa N0CMATPaYKka naBbOHa - lasuboH Besuwor
BEDTUKAHOT Kpyr, T1aBWbOH Berukor MacaHor WHCTpyMeHTa
M [1aBUbOH Benukor MepuaujaHckor kpyra, noTom Ba CTambeHa
0jeKTa, CTaH BTNapa, rapaxa, akyMyNaropHHLa M HEKOMMKO FOAMHa
KacHuje 06jexar 3a noTpefe Matemaruukor dakynrera,

Y nasumonuma Oncepaatopuje A0 AaHac Cy (auyBaHit Heki
O OPUTUHANHUX MHCTPYMEHATa 32 ACTPOHOMCKA MOCMATPakbA,
Of1 KOJWX Cy NOJeZMHY NPEACTABIbANM HajCABDEMEHH]e Mofene y
BpeMe nocTasibatba. Mely touma u Benuku pedpaktop — Zeiss

650/10550mm equitorial, jesaH O YkyMHO LUECT CauyBaHMX
MPUMEPaKka 0BOT MOAENA Y (BETY 1 jefiaH O ABA KOJu CY U fame
Y OyHKuu. Mo BeMuMHM, MCnper tera Cy camo PepakTop y
apu3y n 18a pedpakTopay Amepuiu.

AcTporomcka oncepBatopuja, kao KOMAMEKC Y KojeM (e roToso
0CAM flelleHuja 00aB/a [eNaTHOCT jemHe OF HajBaHMjHX
[PXABHIX HAYJHMX MHCTUTYLM}a, OF NOCeBHOr je 3Havaja 3a
HayuHu, LIpYLLITBEHM W kyNTYpHY pa3Boj beorpaga u (pbuje. Y woj ¢y
(BOja MCTP@XUBAFbA 003BMLANM HLLIM HaJEMMHEHTHUjU HayUHMLM,
KOjU Cy TUMe JONDUHENU [a OHa CTeKHe yrer Y MehyHapogHoj
HayuHoj jaBHOCTH. Kao npocTop NOCRGHUX MpUPOEHAY, YpOaHuX I
aPXUTEKTOHCKVX BPEAHOCTH, 3ay31Ma UCTAKHYTO MECTO Y (pICKo]
apxuTexTypu XX BeKa U J&HO Of Haj3HAUajHUjuX ADXUTEKTOHCKO-
YPOAHMCTHUKUX pelleba Y CPIICKO] MOfEPHO] apXuTeKTypuL.
3Hauaj Oncepeatopuje He ornega e (amo Y Cn06OJHO]
YPOHHMCTUYKO] NOCTABLM NABUIBOHA, HUXOBOM QYHKLMOHANHOM
MIPOCTOPHOM PeLLietby M MOSEPHOM apXATEKTOHCKOM H3pasy Bef
Uy OCTBAPEHOM NIMKOBHO-ECTETCKOM YTUCKY, uuje je 3Hauerbe
cmbonnuko. Y onycy apxutexTe Jana Jybosor, ko (e paHac
CMATPA jRAHIM OF HaJUCTaKHYTH]X DEACTABHIKA MOZEPHUMA Y
CPIICKO] apXATEKTYPK, ACTPOHOMCKa OcepBaTopHja Ha 3se3gapu
MPeACTaBba Haj3HauajHuje 1 Hajkomnnekchuje geno. fybosujes
Konera i (aBpemeHwK apxuTexTa bpanwcnag Kojufi 3abenexmoje ia
& 70, NPBY CTIOMEHYK YICTOr MOAEPHU3MA KO Hac". ACTPOHOMCKa
oncepgatopwja je 2001. rofuHe yTBpleHa 3a ComeHuk KynType
(0dnyka 0 ymephusarsy, Cnyxbexu enaciux PCp. 32/01).

Jumepamypa;

1. [Jokymermavuja 3a8oda 3a 3awmumy cnomeruka Kyamype 2pada beopad,
Hocuje cnomenuxa kynmype AcmpoHomcka oncepsamapua.

2.3, Maregu, Jar [ly6ogu, beazcpad, 1985.

3. M. Dokic, The Astronomical Observatory of the Belgrade University between
1926 and 1941, Publ. Obs. Astron., Belgrade No 44 (1993), 115-117.

4. Munaw C. Jumumpujeguli, 110 20dura Acmporomcke oncepgamopuje, Publ
Astron. Obs. Belgrade No 56 (1997), 9-20.

5, 1 Munausurosuh-Mapuf, Apxumexma Jar [ybosu, beozpad, 2001.
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Astronomical Observatory, one of the oldest and most impor-
tant scientific institutions in Serbia, is located in the eastern part
of Belgrade in natural environment of Zvezdara forest. Its foun-
dation is related to the establishment of the Department of As-
tronomy and Meteorology at the Grand School in the eighties of
the 19th century. The arrival of Professor Milan Nedeljkovic, who
as a scholar of the Serbian government specialized in the Paris
Observatory, is one of the most important moments in the devel-
opment of these sciences in Serbia. Thanks to his efforts, the min-
ister of education and church affairs Milan Kujundzic, on March
26, 1887 decided to build for the Kingdom of Serbia, provisional
astronomical and meteorological observatory in the rented Emest

Gajzler's house in 66, Svetozara Markovica Street, in Vracar, and
Milan Nedeljkovic was appointed its first director.

In 18971, the Observatory obtained the first building of its own
in Western Vraar in Karadjordje Park, in the present 8, Bulevar
oslobodjenja Street. It was constructed according to the design
of architect Dimitrije T. Leko and equipped with the most modern
instruments for astronomical and meteorological observations.
In the course of the World War I, the Observatory at first, ceased
work and then there were Austrian occupation meteorologists,
who following the withdrawal from Serbia, stole or destroyed
all the instruments. After the war, by repeated commitments of
Professor Nedeljkovic, the Observatory received from Germany for



war reparations a large number of astronomical instruments and
accessories, which even today make its observation base. Since
the space of the First Serbian Observatory in Karadjordje Park was
not neither sufficient nor suitable for the received instruments to
be mounted, they were placed in the cellars of the Prague Bank.
In 1924, on the initiative of Professor Nedeljkovic, the observatory
was divided into two university institutions, while the demarca-
tion of the land was performed simultaneously. The Meteorologi-
cal Observatory continued to work in the building in Karadjordje
Park, while the Astronomical one obtained an area where nowa-
days islocated the University Children’s Hospital and in this part of
the area were erected hut with offices and lecture hall, hut with a
flat for the administrator, wooden pavilions for transitinstrument
and a small astrolabe, the Altazimuth Pavilion, and in the course
of 1928 the Equatorial Pavilion was constructed. However, this
area was not able to meet the basic needs of teaching.

Thanks to the dedication and perseverance of Ph.D. Vojislav Mi-
Skovic, astronomer at the Observatory of Marseille and Nice, who

0 1932, 00k
B 4 (1380p:Wyse] basdyansoscmad)

& Herial photo of the Astronomical Observatory, around 1932

o A (Source: Aeronatitical Muséum)

i Aeuo-cynggMamponomcre

in 1926 was appointed a head of the Astronomical Observatory of
Belgrade, in 1929 the funds were approved for the construction of
a new, moder observatory. The starting points in establishing As-
tronomical Observatory were functional requirements and natural
values of the terrain. Several favorable locations were considered:
Avala, Fruska Gora or areas south of Belgrade, and a place on Lau-
donov Sanac was selected, at the highest point of the Vracar of that
time, whichsince then, as well as the whole part of thecity, has been
called the Zvezdara after “zvezdarnica."(observatory). The Belgrade
Municipality donated the land for free, rather distant from the city,
which conformed to the astro-climatic conditions. Development of
the project was entrusted to the Czech architect Jan Dubovi, then
head of the Department for Development of General Plan of the
Municipality of Belgrade, renowned architect and one of the found-
ers of the Group of Modern Movement Architects.

The Astronomical Observatory was built in the period from 1930-
1932, the instruments being mounted during the following two
years. Carefully designed pavilions in the urban scheme were ad-



justed to the settings of functionalism, primariy arising from the
specific purpose. The core of the complex is represented by the Ad-
ministrative building, around which are arranged different facilities
in a rough terrain, without any apparent geometric system. At the
time of its construction, the complexincluded an area of 4.5 ha and
consisted of a total of nine purpose-built facilities for the placement
of accurate astronomical instruments and of supporting facilities in
the area conceived asa public park. In addition to the Administrative
building were erected Pavilion of the Small Meridian Circle, Pavilion
of Large Refractor, Pavilion of Small Refractor, Pavilion of Astro-
graph, tower - building with water tank, building with a mechanic
and carpenter’s workshop with two flats, flats of astronomers, the
main entrance with two flats. All the facilities were interconnected
with communication links. According to their special composition
and method of facades designing, the buildings of the Astronomi-
cal Observatory represent important examples of modernism. The
pavilions are designed with simple purified forms, functional basis,
facades without onaments, with properly spaced windows and flat
roofs, although some pavilions, due to the specific purpose are over-
topped with domes for observation, giving a specificity to designed
forms. For parallactic instruments of the company “Zeiss” were or-
dered the roof structures, i.e. skeletons of domes, and moving floor
for the large refractor.

The Administrative building has been composed in three peaces
with higher lateral wings and lower medium wings, while the
dome s set as a central motif above the entrance. The access
stairs and a porch with columns above which is engraved ,Omnia
in numero et mensura“(all in the number and extent”) contrib-
Ute to the impression of monumentality. Areas for work, labora-
tories, administration and director’s flat were placed in the wings
of the building. The spacious library with a gallery, very well lit
with large window areas and a glass lantern on the ceiling, oc-
Cupies the central part. Even a modern interior decoration, which
is preserved in its original form, contributes to the values of ar-

chitecture of the Administrative building. Observation pavilions
~ refractors, are functional, ground floor buildings, composed of a
central area with a dome for astronomic observations and lateral,
ancillary rooms. Above each entrance to the observation pavilions
is located a low relief of symbolic content, according to the de-
siqns of Branko Krstic, one of the most important representatives
of the Yugoslav interwar architecture. The reliefs, made in decora-
tive way, typical for the period of early modernism, most probably
represent a Helios, the Greek god of sun and Selene, the Greek
goddess of the moon and their meaning indicates the purpose of
the building. Supporting facilities in the complex - building with
the mechanic and carpenter's workshop, main entrance to the
complex, gate connected to a small flat of the quards and pavil-
fons with flats intended for astronomers, are of functional basis,
well lit, and in the outer process are compatible to other facilities
that make the base of the complex.

For the realization of the Astronomical Observatory in Zvezdara
the architect Dubovi was awarded the title of Doctor of Technical
Sciences and recognition of professional and general public. The de-
sign itself was exposed at several important exhibitions; in Prague
In1930, at the First and Second Exhibition of Yugoslav Architecture
in 1931 and in 1932 and at the exhibition of the group “Shape”in
Sofiain 1934. At the beginning of the fourth decade of the last cen-
tury, the Observatory Complex represented the most complex archi-
tectural and urban solution previously realized in Belgrade.,

Considering the strategic position and quantity of instruments,
during the Second World War the main German anti-aircraft artil-
lery unit was located in the Astronomical Observatory. By repeat-
ed commitment of Professor Miskovi, all instruments, except the
spectrograph and the comet searcher, remained in Belgrade. After
the war began the restoration of damaged pavilions (Administra-
tive building, Tower-tank and Pavilion of Large Refractor), and in
1949 was completed the construction of Astro-Geodetic Pavilion,
whose construction began before the war. At the end of the sixth



decade, the area of the complex was extended to 10.5 ha and
three new observation pavilions were built - Pavilion of Large
Vertical Circle, Pavilion of Large Transit Instrument and Pavilion of
Large Meridian Circle, then two residential buildings, gardeners
flat, garage, accumulator building and several years later, a facil-
ity for the needs of the Faculty of Mathematics.

The original instruments for astronomical observations, some of
which represented the latest models at the time of installation,
have been preserved in the pavilions of the Observatory. Among
them is even the Large Refractor - Zeiss 650/10550mm equitorial,
one of the six preserved examples of this model in the world and
one of two that are still in operation. In size bigger are just refrac-
tor in Paris and two refractors in America.

The Astranamical Observatory, as a complex in which for nearly
eight decades has been performed the activity of one of the most
important national scientificinstitutions, is of special significance
for scientific, social and cultural development of Serbia and Bel-
grade. Our greatest scientists, who have contributed to its fame in
the international scientific ommunity, performed their research
in it. As a space of special natural, urban and architectural val-
Ues, occupies a prominent place in Serbian architecture of 20th
century and represents one of the most significant architectural
and urban solutions in the Serbian modern architecture. Its im-
portance, besides free urban settings of pavilions, their functional
spatial solutions and modern architectural expression, is reflected
in the realized artistic and aesthetic impression, whose meaning
is symbolic. The Astronomical Observatory in Zvezdara, in the
works of the architect Jan Dubovi, which is now considered one of
the most important representatives of modernism in Serbian ar-
chitecture, represents the most important and the most complex
work. Dubovi’s colleague and contemporary, architect Branislav
Kojic noted that it was "the first monument of pure modernism
by us."In 2001, the Astronomical Observatory was established a
cultural monument.

Benuku pechpakmap, 2nagka ghacada
Large Refractor, main facade
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